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REPORT

[To accompany 11.1. 10604]

The Committee on Finance to which was referred the bill (H.R.
10604) to amend title II of the Social Security Act to permit the ll-y
ment of the 1lp-sunt death )aviient to pay [lie burial anI( memorial
services expenses and related exi)enses for till insured individual whose
body .is unavailable for burial, having considered the same, reports
fa\oral ly thereon without amendment and recommends that the bill
do pass.

IjA('K utIa'N] ANi Ptmi'RISE 01 THIE BIL

Under present law, the social security hmp-sun death payment is
made to an insured person's surviing spouse. whether or not his body
is as ailable for hit ial, if they were living together at the time of his

death. Where no eligible spouse survives, the lump-sum death pay-
tient is contingent upon there being burial expenses. The payment can
it mithle dire(mctl I to the funeral hIone for any unaid burial expenses

upon the request of the person who assumed responsibility for those

exeinSeS. or the payment call be madce as reimbursement to the person

\]Ito is equitabh- entitled to the payment l)by reason of his having paid

til hur ial exaises. In the latter cases. whei the body is not available
fto l1slial or ct'emation, there catl be no Iurial exitenses, and there-

for, tlie Iml-spun death payment ctattot be paid tmnder the law.
While there tnay be no burial expenses incurred when an insured

itelsol'S bodi is not recov ered. the fimil often inctirs expeln'es int

collection wit], his death. slclh as expenses for a tmemnorial service, a

memtotial marker, or a site for a marker. The committee believes that

here is no N alid reason for denying the lumpstiuin death payment to
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help defray the cost of such expenses. On the contrary, it is difficult
to justify not paying the lump-sum in such instances, especially in
those cases in which the death payment is the only social security
benefit that could be payable on the deceased person's earnings record.
Most of the current cases in which the body of the decedent is not re-
covered involve servicemen killed in action.

The committee believes that, because of the above considerations
aid because the cost of the change would be negligible, the social se-
curity lump-sum death payment should be provided for equitably
entitled individuals to the extent that they incur expenses customarily
connected with a deaffI. even though the body may be unavailable for
burial.

CiSTS IF C.SiRYING OUT Tie BILL AND EFFECT ON THE REVNUEs
OF TII BILL

In compliance with section 252(a) of the Legislative Reorganization
Act of 1970. the following statement is made relative to the effect on the
revenues of this bill.

It is estimated that the cost of the bill would be negligible.

VoTE (IF CO-M-ItTE IN RlrPoRTiNG THE BILL

In compliancee with section 133 of the Legislative Reorganization
Act of 1946. as amended, the following statement is made relative to
the vote 1y the committee on reporting the bill.

The committee ordered the bill favorably reported by voice vote.

C11 kNilS IN EXISTING LAW

In cOmliacte with subsection 4 of rule XXIX of the Standing
Rules of the Senate. changes in existing law made by the bill, as
reported, are shown as follows (existing law proposed to be omitted
is enclosed in black brackets, new matter is printed in italic, existing
law in which no change is proposed is shown in roian) :

SECTION 202 OF TIlE SOCIAL SECURITY ACT

OLD-km- AND SURVMIoRmS INSRitANCE BIINEFIT PAYMENTS

OLD-AGL" INSI-R.\NCE BIENEI'TS

SEC. 202. (a) * *

LUAIP-SU31 DEATI PAYMENTS

(i) Upon the death, after August 1950, of an individual who died a
fully or curtentlv inspired individual. an amount equal to three times
such itlivhital's primary i instirance anomunt, or il amount equal to
$255. whiciuer is the smaller, shall be paid in a ump sliD) to the
person, if any. dhtertiid Iy the Secretary to be the widow or widower
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of the deceased and to have been living in the same household with the
deceased at the time of death. If there is no such person, or if such
person dies before receiving payment. then such amount shall be
paid-

(1) if all or part of the burial expenses of such insured in-
dividual which are incurred by or though a funeral hoin, or
funeral homes renm ins unpaid, to such funeral home or fii ral
homes to the extent of such unpaid expenses, but only if (A) aity
person who assumed the responsibility for the payment of all or
any part of such burial expenses files an application. prior to the
expiration of two years after the (late of death of such iinicd
individual. requesting that such payment be made to such finleraI
honme or funeral homes. or I B) at least 90 days have elapsed after
the date of death of such insured individual and prior to th' cx-
piration of such 90 days no perso has assitned responsibility for
the payment of any such burial expenses;

(2) if all of the burial expenses of such ins'red individual
which were incurred by or through a funeral itome or funeral
homes have been paid (including payments made under clause
(1)), to any person or persons, equitably entitled thereto, to the
extent and in the proportions that lie or they shall have paid such
burial expenses; [or']

(3) if the body of sa,.h iwured thttdtOll is not ocailablr fo,'
burial but expeiiNes iCe incurred with respect to such individual
ini connection Wtith a rnenorial ai, i ino)ial Inai'Ar, a ni/c
for the niark r, o 't ay other item of a kind fot' which exa penses tw'
qustomariy incurred in coinect;on with a death mi d such eap",, ,
hare beeti paid, to any person or" persons, equitably entitled
thereto, to the crteut aml in the p~vporfio*s thtt h or thy hi
have paid asurh cpenses; or

[(3) ] (4) if any part of the amount payable under this subsec-
tion remains after payments have been made pursuant to clauses
(1) [and (2)], (2), ard (3), to any person or persons, equitably
entitled thereto, to the extent and in the proportions that he or
they shall havNe paid other expenses in connection with the burial
of such insured individual, in the following order of priority:
(A) expenses of opening and closing the grave of such insured
individual, (B) expenses of providing the burial plot of such in-
sured individual, and (C) any remaining expenses in connection
with the burial of such insured individual.

No payment (except a payment authorized pursuant to clause (1) (A)
of the preceding sentence) shall be made to any person under this sub-
section unless application therefor shall have been filed, by or on be-
half of such person (whether or not legally competent), prior to the
expiration of two years after the date of death of such insured in-
dividual, or unless such person was entitled to wife's or husband's in-
surance benefits, on the basis of the wages and self -employment income
of such insured individual, for the month preceding the month in
which such individual died. In the case of any individual who died out-
side the forty-eight States and the District of Columbia after Decem-
her 1953 and before January 1, 1957, whose death occurred while he
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was in the active military or naval service of the United States, and
who is returned to any of such States, the District of Columbia,
Alapka, Hawaii, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the Virgin Is-
lams. Guam, or American Samoa for interment or reinterment, the
lro imiis of the preceding sentence shall not prevent payment to
a11y lpcn1o under tie second sentence of this subsection if application
for ai i' lp-sim death payment with respect to such deceased in-
divihal is filed by or on behalf of such person (whether or not legally
competent) prior to the expiration of two years after the date of such
interment or reinteritent. In the case of any individual who (lied out-
side the fifty States and the District of Columbia after December
1 5 ; itle he was performing service, as a member of a uniformed
sewiee, to which tIe provisions of section 210(1) (1) are applicable,
and who is returned to any State or to any Territory or possession of
the I'nited States, for interment or reinterment, the provisions of the
third sentence of this subsection shall not prevent payment to any
person under the second sentence of this subsection if application for a
hmp -suiu death payment with respect to such deceased individual is
filed by or on behalf of such person (whether or not legally competent)
prior to the expiration of two years after the date of such interment ot
reinterment.
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